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A 537 million sertlement to end a
wal battle over alleged pollution
rom mining s expected Lo be filed
n 11.5. Disteict Court in Billings lo-
.

Under the setiiement, the monsy
rom Pegasus Gold Corp. and its
ubsidiary, Zortman Mining Inc.,
vould be used to upgrade and ex-
wind water-treatment facilities ot the
*uriman and Landusky gold mines..

The seltlement is “good news®
.nd Carol Klenenberger, a Phillips

“ounly Commissioner where the
nines are located In nertheentral
sluntana

The lawsuit setflement could clear
ti» way for a decision on a proposed
spansion of Pegasus’ Zortman
vine in south Phillips County, she

nd.

=1l it means that the record of de-
alon from the BLM and other par-
\:1 can come out and the mine can

go mhead and rchire employees
again, it's great news.”

Up tu 150 people could be rehired

marity from Malta (approx. pop,
2,300) - ot the mine if the Zortimean
ion Is ppproved, said Klenen-
berger, who ranches north of the
community of Dodson.

Th= ‘ndicalions have been that the
hirlne will take place 5o long as the
expansion ls approved, she said.

*Bul with the amount of the settle-
ment, you never know.”

Mo Pegasus comprny officials
could be reached Sunday to com-
ment vn whether the size of the set.
tlernent would impact the mine's fu-
ture, particularly for hiring,

Zortman Mining Inc. s one of the
largest employers in this largely rur-
al county nnd pays 20 percent of the
county’s tax revenue, said Kienen-

be

ﬁelther Delmar Bigby, natural re-
source director for the tribes at Fort
Belknap Reservalion, nor any other
mine opponent could be renched for
cominent on the lawsuit settlement.

Wl

The Zortman nrull Landusky mines
are heap-leach gold mines about
three miles apart in the Little Rocky
Mountains, adjacent to the Fort
Relknap Reservation. =

Terms of the settlement and plans
for its Mllng were confirmed Sunday

Zortman, Landusky expected to pay $37 million in mine suit

“If it means that the record of decision from the BLM
and other parties can come out and the mine can go

ahead and rehire employees again, it's great news.”
— Phillips Ccl..lpt)' Commissioner Carol Klenenberger
E——

by Jack McGraw of Denver, [actin
reglonal administrator for the E:
rorsuetal Protection Agancy|

The settlement would corclude
two lawsuits, filed during the past
three years, that claim Pegasis and
Zortman violated state and ‘ederal
water laws. Plaintiffs include state
and federal governments, and the
Fort Belknap Community Cou i1.

The suits allege the mining |
tions illegally discharged meta,-laden
waste into the Missourl and Mitk
rivers. [n the past, the companies
have defended their mining practices
and rejected the suits' claims.

Under the settlement, Pegasus and
Zortman are to spend at leasy $32.2
million to construct a water-treat.
ment plant, Install water-coptule sys-

tems and place limits on water dis-
charged from the mines.

The cumpunies als¢ face a §2 mil-
lion civil penalty, to be divided be-
tween the state and federal govern-
ments, for the discharge of mine
wastewater. Government officials

r{the companles lacked the appro-
):]:‘ ate perm;t: to release the waste.

ribes are to receive another §1 mil-

lion to settle their claims against the
companies.
In addition, the companies are t0
carry out $1.8 million worth of envi-
ronmental safety projeets, including
a study of groundwater quality on
tha Fort Belknap Reservation.

Calls seeking comment from min-
Ing officials Sunday at their homes
were not answered,




